DATS
QUESTION:

The budget submission states that "DEA will not be able to backup the
DATS system at the Justice Management Center in times of catastrophic
failures.,, or unscheduled downtime", Has DEA experienced such system
failure? If so, please describe and provide supporting documentation.
Describe existing systems backup capabilities and their effectiveness.

ANSWER:

To insure that the law enforcement data bases are not Irretrievably
lost due to a catastrophic failure or event, or are not unduly inac-
cessible because of downtime, it is necessary that the Department
maintain a backup to the primary computer.   To Insure that the data
bases are available to DEA investigators on a 2^-hour-a-day basis,
the backup site must be kept in a ready state.   DEA is required to
maintain the backup capability on a current basis which Includes
testing a contingency plan periodically, and providing liaison between
DEA and the backup site.   Planning is underway to use the new Depart-
ment Dallas facility as a backup site.

There have been periodic Instances of downtime on the Department
computer attributable to a variety of reasons, such as planned main-
tenance and electrical or air conditioning outages.   These instances
result in the Inability of investigators to secure the data they need
In a timely manner and can affect the development of cases adversely.

Data Communications Network
QUESTION;

DEA's budget request describes 1985-86 plans for maintaining and
improving its data communications networks.   Considering the fact
that funding is not requested for DOJ's consolidated telecommunica-
tions network in FY 1986, will EEA require enhancements and, or
extensions of Its data network?   If so, describe and provide support
documentation.

ANSWER;

DEA has a working telecommunications network.   In our office automa-
tion project we can accommodate either the DOJ or FBI approach.   EEA
Is actively contributing to the design efforts of both the DOJ and
the FBI telecommunications networks.   Enhancements or extensions of
the DEA's network are not related to the funding for the Department's
consolidated Justice Telecommunications Network.

QUESTION:

Is any portion of DEA's ADP and telecommunications support provided
through the Drug Task Force?   Describe that support, if any, and its
attendant funding levels.   If DBA ADP and telecommunications are not
being funded through the Task Force for FY 1986, please describe
where within the DEA budget, funding for services previously provided
with Task Force monies has been absorbed.

ANSWER!

The significant increases for ADP provided in the OGDE appropriation
were to upgrade overall ADP capabilities to meet the additional
demand brought on by the increased Drug Enf orcement program activity.
DEA has not reduced the amount of the ADP funding provided in the
program.s initiated an agreement with the Institute for Defense
